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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose of this Document 

1.1.1 This is a Statement of Common Ground (“SoCG”) made between the 

following parties: 

BSSL Cambsbed 1 Ltd (hereafter referred to as the ‘Applicant’) 

and 

Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) 

1.1.1 The purpose and scope of this SoCG is to identify areas of agreement and, 

as appropriate, areas of disagreement, between the parties in respect of the 

assessment of the Applicant’s proposals. 

1.2 The Scheme 

1.2.1 The Scheme comprises a new ground-mounted solar photovoltaic energy 

generating station and an associated on-site battery energy storage system 

(BESS) on land to the north-west of St Neots. The Scheme also includes the 

associated infrastructure for connection to the national grid at the Eaton 

Socon National Grid Substation.  

1.2.2 Subject to the Scheme securing Development Consent in early 2027 it is 

anticipated that works would start on site in early 2028 and be completed by 

mid-to late 2030 (although initial energisation of the Scheme is likely to 

commence prior to 2030). The Scheme comprises a temporary development 

with an operational phase of 40 years; decommissioning activities would 

therefore likely commence in 2070, 40 years after commissioning, lasting for 

a period of approximately two years. 
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1.3 The Site 

1.3.1 The Scheme is located to the north-west of the town of St Neots, and is across 

two administrative areas; Bedford Borough Council (BBC) (a unitary authority) 

and Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) (a two-tier authority with 

Cambridgeshire County Council) (the Site). The Site location is shown on ES 

Vol 3 Figure 1-1: Site Location [APP-120]. The Site area extends to 

approximately 773 hectares (ha).  

1.3.2 With reference to ES Vol 3 Figure 1-2: Site References [APP-120], for ease 

of reference the Order Limits have been sub-divided into East Park Sites A to 

D, in which all of the above ground infrastructure proposed as part of the 

operational Scheme would be located (excluding works to the Eaton Socon 

Substation). The Order Limits also cover land outside of East Park Sites A to 

D which will be required for access, cabling, and the grid connection to the 

Eaton Socon Substation.  

1.3.3 With reference to ES Vol 3 Figure 1-2: Site References [APP-120], there 

are three linear corridors proposed for underground cabling within the Order 

limits that connect the different parts of the Site and provide a grid connection 

to the Eaton Socon Substation. 

1.4 Status of the SoCG 

1.4.1 This SoCG is the final version of the SoCG at the conclusion of the 

Examination. It identifies those aspects, matters and issues relating to the 

Scheme that have been agreed between the parties, together with those not 

agreed. The following definitions are provided for Matters Agreed or Not 

Agreed: 

• Matter Agreed – means that agreement on the point recorded in the 

SoCG has been reached, having regard to the information available at the 

date of that version of the document. No further discussion on that matter 

is considered necessary unless new information, amendments to the 

Application, or other material changes arise. Agreement on a particular 
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matter does not, of itself, indicate that the Council supports the Application 

overall. 

• Not Agreed – means the Applicant and the Council have reached a clear 

and settled difference in position such that the matter is not capable of 

agreement. In these circumstances, further discussion is not expected to 

resolve the issue. 

1.4.2 Where matters are not agreed, the parties have set out the issues to ensure 

reference and clarity for the Examining Authority. 

1.5 Structure of the SoCG 

1.5.1 This SoCG is structured as follows: 

• Section 2.0 – provides a summary of consultation undertaken with CCC; 

and 

• Section 3.0 – sets out whether matters are ‘agreed’ or ‘not agreed’. 

1.5.2 A signing sheet between the Applicant and CCC is provided at Appendix A. 
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2.0 ROLE OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL IN 

DCO PROCESS AND SUMMARY OF CONSULTATION 

2.1 Role of Cambridgeshire County Council 

2.1.1 CCC is one of three local planning authorities for the area within which the 

Scheme is located and is a prescribed consultee under Schedule 1 of the 

Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) 

Regulations 2009 (as amended). 

2.1.2 CCC is responsible for providing planning, environmental and technical input 

to the Examination of the application, including through the submission of a 

Local Impact Report under section 60 of the Planning Act 2008. CCC is Local 

Highway Authority and Lead Local Flood Authority for the area of 

Huntingdonshire District Council.  

2.1.3 Subject to the grant of development consent CCC will be one of the local 

authorities responsible for the approval of applications made pursuant to the 

requirements set out in Schedule 2 of the DCO, and for monitoring and taking 

appropriate enforcement action in respect of compliance with those 

requirements within its administrative area. 

2.2 Summary of Consultation Undertaken 

2.2.1 The Applicant has consulted with CCC from the earliest stages of the 

application process, with an initial inception meeting held in June 2023. Since 

this time, the Applicant has held regular joint progress meetings generally at 

monthly intervals with Bedford Borough Council, Huntingdonshire District 

Council and Cambridgeshire County Council (collectively, the ‘Host 

Authorities’). Following submission of the application in October 2025, the 

frequency of these joint progress meetings has increased to a fortnightly 

basis.  

2.2.2 From the outset of the project the Host Authorities requested a joint Planning 

Performance Agreement (PPA) with the Applicant. To achieve this, the Host 
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Authorities agreed a separate Memorandum of Understanding between the 

three Host Authorities setting out areas of delegated authority in order to 

speak as a ‘single voice’ on the project. The Applicant is not privy to this 

Memorandum of Understanding but has supported the approach. The 

Applicant has agreed a single PPA with the Host Authorities that was signed 

in July 2025, before being extended to cover the post-submission phase 

through to the Secretary of State issuing a decision. The PPA includes an 

intent for the PPA to be extended to cover the post-decision phase, should 

the Scheme be granted development consent. 

2.2.3 It is noted that each Host Authority retains their independence in reviewing 

the application. 

2.2.4 The Applicant has not sought to set out every correspondence or meeting 

record with the Host Authorities within this SoCG. Key areas of discussion 

from the pre-application, pre-examination and examination of the project have 

included: 

• Approach to consultation; 

• Approach to Environmental Impact Assessment; 

• Approach to Scheme design; 

• Approach to environmental surveys and assessment; 

• Approach to assessment of cumulative effects; 

• Approach to the draft Development Consent Order; 

• Review and discussion of Host Authorities’ Relevant Representations and 

Local Impact Reports; 

• Review of the various outline management plans; and 

• Discussions regarding a Highways Side Agreement. 
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3.0 MATTERS OF AGREEMENT AND DISAGREEMENT 

3.1 Introduction 

3.1.1 The matters covered by the SoCG on which agreement between the parties 

has been sought include (but are not necessarily limited to) the matters as 

requested in Annex F of the Examining Authority’s Rule 6 Letter [PD-005]. 

3.1.2 The matters that have been agreed or are not agreed between the Applicant 

and Cambridgeshire County Council are set out in Table 2.
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APPENDIX A 

BSSL Cambsbed 1 Ltd 

Name: 

Signature: 

Position: Head of Project Development 

On behalf of: BSSL Cambsbed 1 Ltd 

Date: 11.09.2026 

 

 

Cambridgeshire County Council 

Name: 

Signature: 

Position: 
Executive Director of Place and 

Sustainability 

On behalf of: Cambridgeshire County Council 

Date: 11 September 2026 

 

 




